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An Account of the Blockade, Siege, the At- 

: tempt by Nine Sail of Fire-Ships, the Sally 
made from the Garrifon, and every Thing 
remarkable or worthy Notice that has oc- 
curred in that Place fince the Commence- 
ment of the Spanisn War: 


LIKEWISE 


The vaft Importance of this valuable Fortrefs 
to Great Britain Clearly ftated and ex. 
plained, 





a 


LON -D-O N: 





Printed for B. Cornwetz, No, 198, Fleet-Street, 
near Temple-Bars; and fold by Ricuarpson 
and Ureunart, Royal-Exchange; R. Faut- 
pER, No. 42, New Bond-Street ; and by all the 
Bookfellers in Town and Country. 


M DCC LXXXII. 
( Price Two Shillings. 




































DES GRITP EI ON 

















OF 


GCIBRALTAR, 





IBRALT AR, that important earri- 
fon, which is now fo much the univerfal 
topic, and for the conqueft of which the 
Spanifh coffers have profufely bled, and 

every art and ftratagem of war have been hitherto 
in vain employed, is fityated on an ifthmus, or 
neck of land, forming a peninfula, which joins it 
to the continent of Spain. It lies in lat. 36: Ty 
north, in the fouthern extremity of the province of 
Andalufia. From the north part of the rock to 
Europa Point fouthward is generally computed a 
leacue. This computation is pretty, exaét, and 
may be divided thus: from the end of the Inun- 
dation to South-Port Gate is one mile; from the 
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‘South Gate to the Naval Hofpital one mile; from 
the Hofpital to Europa Point one mile. The 
{pace between the Inundation and.the South Gate 
is occupied by the Town, which is fituated at the 
foot of the mountain, and afforded a handfome 
appearance, the houfes having been in general well 
built of the rock ftone, and the ftreets neatly paved. 
Many very elegant officers’ quarters were likewife 
interf{perfed among the houfes of the inhabitants ; 
but thefe, as well as the private property of indivi- 
duals, have beem demolifhed fince the commience- 
ment of the fiege. This peninfula varies in breadth, 
and is in fome places only half a mile broad, in 
others three quarters. The height of the rock 
from the bottom, which on the north fide is level 
with the fea, 1s 1350 feet. ~ 


On ‘the higheft pinnacle of this mountain, which 
fronts the Spanifh lines, is built a euard-houfe, 
called the Rock-Guard, On occafion of the blockade. 
and the preparations making for an attack by the 
Spaniards, a battery was erected thereon, and 
called the Sky Battery. It was amazing ‘to fee 
with what fpirit and refolation otir Britifh troops 
dragged the heavy pieces of cannon’ ‘that ‘are 
mounted on this batrery up the‘precipice. The 
Spaniards, who at a diftance faw our ‘brave fellows 
at work, were aftonifhed, and ¢ould hardly be- 
lieve it poffible men would attempt fo laborious ’@ 
tafk, and in the height of fummer: they were, 
however, 































































however, foon convinced the work was compleatly 
effected. Lhey perceived an additional fort opened 
on them, and faw the fatal ball and fhell flying 
from the Sky Battery upon their lines, 


This part, and more particularly that towards 
the center of the rock, on which the Watch-Tower, 
or Signal-Houfe, is ereéted, are generally in eafterly 
winds covered with clouds; and it is commonly 
feen, that while the town of Gibraltar is fhaded 
from the intenfe heat in fummer by the great body 
of clouds that are attracted by and pafs over the 
rock, the fky to the north and fouth is perfectly 
clear and beautiful: fo that the people at the Spa- 
nifh lines fuffer much more from the heat of fum- 
mer, and from the fultry weather of the dog-days, 
than the inhabitants of Gibraltar do, though but 
a mile diftant from each other, efpecially as the 
eafterly winds prevail more in this climate in fum- 
mer than in winter: but thofe winds blowing ge- 
nerally very hard are particularly difagreeable to 
the Spaniards at the lines and parts adjacent; as, 
having nothing but a large plain of fand around 
them, the whole atmofphere 1s frequently choaked 
with it, and large hillocks often appear in parts 
that were before quite level, the whole rfthmus, or 
fpace between the town of Gibraltar and the Spa- 
nifh lines, being a plain of white fand, on which 
the Spaniards are now carrying en the fiege againft 
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The breadth of this ifthmus near the rock is 
half a mile ; it increafes towards the Spanith lines : 
fo that Pans Fort Phillipet to Fort Barbara, the 
two forts which form the weft and eaft extremities 
of the lines, may be three quarters of a mile. A 
little beyond thefe lines the ifthmus, or projecting 
neck of land, terminates, 


Thefe were the only batteries at the Spanith lines 
before the blockade took place ; fince that time 
the whole line is fortified with batteries of large 
cannon in fronts and mortars of cenfiderable mage 
nitude in beds behind ; ; they likewife advance, by 
means of a zig-zag work of fafcines and fand-bags, 
to a battery which they managed to compleat 
within half a mile of the Inundation, notwithftand- 
ing a conftant heavy fire from the garrifon, to im- 
pede, if poffible, their progrefs. 


The back part of the rock of Gibraltar, which 
fronts to the eaftward, or Mediterranean Sea, is 
perpendicular, and perfeétly inacceffible; fo that 
from this quarter no furprize is ever apprehended ; 
but to prevent defertions by the foldiers of the gar- 
rifon, who have frequently found means by ftrong 
ropes to lower themfelves down this precipice, and 
make off to the Spanifh lines, guards are conftantly 
kept, the chief of which are called Middle- Hill 

Guard, the Rock Guard, Signal-Houfe Guard, 8c. 
and 



















































and not only to prevent defertion are thofe guards 
neceffary ; but as the fummit of the hill on ail 
fides commands an extenfive profpect, the Gover- 
nor is hence advifed by fignal if any thing of con- 
fequence is approaching from either fide the ftraits, 
or informed by exprefs if the enemy are making 
any new manceuvre. 


The name of Calpe, given by the ancients to 
this rock, which was deenied likewife one -of Her- 
cules’s Pillars, was by the Moors changed into 
Gibal Tarif, in honour of their General of that 


name, and hence by the Spaniards was called 
Gibraltar. 


That part of the rock which lies to the north- 
ward, and fronts the Spanifh lines, or rather, that 
part of the lines called Fort Barbara, is towards 
the eaft nearly perpendicular, and, as before men- 
tioned, three quarters of a mile in height; it de- 
creafes gradually to the weftward, till you come to 
the Prince’s Lines, which is about 50 feet high in 
fome places, in others only 30; but all projections 
being fcarped, and blown away by means of minesy 
it is rendered inacceffible, infomuch that a man ac- 
coutred with the arms and neceffary appurtenances 
of a foldier, and unoppofed by any enemy, would 
find it a very difficult tafk to afcend this low part 
of the rock: how then can we be under any ap- 

prehenfions that an enemy, with all the weight of 


armour, 











te 
armour, will be ever able to effect an afcent, parti- 
cularly when oppofed by an army above with fmall 
arms and mufketry, and Aanked and cannonaded 
on all fides with artillery ? 


Lam a native of that garrifon, and am well con- 
winced, that, however they may flatter themfelves 
with the hopes of fuccefs, no enemy will be able to 
fubdue or make any impreffion on this fortrefs by 
land ; and indeed it is fo exceffively fortified too 
towards the fea, that very little hope can be rea- 
fonably conceived by an enemy of fuccefs even on 
that fide, infomuch that I am confident the Houfe 
of Bourbon will never venture to rifk a fleet againift 

; for there is no fpot oppofite the walls of this 
fortrefs, where a fhip of the line can poffibly an- 
chor, and be properly moored for action, but 100 
pieces of cannon can be brought to bear upon her; 
and therefore to avoid the certain lofs of many ca- 
pital thips, fhould the Spaniards have attempted 
its reduction by means of their fleet, they had re- 
courfe to 2 blocade, to endeavour, by preventing 
the communication with other ports, all fupplies 
from entering the port, and to reduce, if poffible, 
the place by famine: they had recourfe likewife to 
gun boats, which could never effect any thing of 
eonfequence, but fervec ates to alarm and 
diftrefs the town’s Prot ; they have now. fell 
upon another method, and are preparing floating 


batteries, but thefe I am of opinion will turn out 
like 
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like the reft of their fchemes. In fhort, I hold any 
profpect of an attempt to reduce this formidable 

earrifon to favour fomething of quixotif{m, and 
chat the Duc de Crillon, flattering his Catholic 
Majetty with the taking of fetes A may be com- 
pared to Cervantes’s hero promifing Sancho the 
government of the ifland. 


To return to the rock: All this part north- 
ward, from the fummit, or pinnacle, called: the 
Sky Battery, to the Prince’s Lines, is lined with 
batteries, filled with cannon, mortars, howitzers, 
&c. among which the chief are Willis’s Batteries. 
Thefe are the moft famous, and do the greateft ex- 
ecution on the enemy. ‘They command the Spa- 
nifh lines, and can keep a very fevere fire on them, 


The Prince’s Lines have a command over the 
narrow roads on each fide of the canal, which are 
the only paths by which the town of Gibraltar can 
be approached on the land fide; and, exclufive of 
the numerous batteries that point on thefe from the 
lines, they are defended in front by feveral batte- 
ries on the glacis of Landport, by Cruchets’s, and 
by the Grand Battery. In fhort, any enemy ad- 
vancing within the reach of gtape-fhot would find 
the mouths of upwards of 400 pieces of heavy ar- 
tillery open on them; and what army could ftand 
this tremendous fire ? 


Thus 
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Thus the Spaniards, well convinced of the 
amazing ftrength of this part, always keep at fuch 
a diftance as to be out of the reach of grape-fhot 
or wall-pieces ; fo that hitherto only fingle cannon- 
balls and bomb-fhells. have annoyed them. Thus 
they have been able by this method to fuftain our 
fire, though no doubt with confiderable lofs. 


As no hopes can poflibly be held of gaining this 
fort on the Iand fide but by ftorm, and for this 
purpofe no doubt a dark night would be made 
choice of, to prevent any furprife of this fort, a very 
confiderable body of troops mount conftant guard 
at the Prince’s Lines, and eyery ouard at the dif- 
ferent batteries contiguous have been doubled 
fince the commencement of the blockade: centi- 
nels are likewife kept continually pofted out all 
round the garrifon at the moft convenient dif- 
tances ; a conftant cry of « Alls well” from thofe 
centinels 1s kept up all night ; latterly, at the ap- 
proach of the AGO Boars: by night, this term of 
Jecurity was changed at the fouth part of the are 
rifon, and the cry of “ Gun-boats” was adopted, 
and echoed from one centinel to another. Watch- 
boats were likewife kept out, about a league from 
the fhore, to give an alarm of the enemy *s ap- 
proach, by the flafhing of powder, which was an- 
fwered by the Fortune floop firing a gun asa fignal 
to the earrifon. By this method the town was ap- 
prized, 











prized, and had time to prepare for their recep- 
tion. It was diftreffing on thofe occafions to fee 
the poor inhabitants at Black Town jumping out 
of their beds, and fcouting away half naked alone 
the rock, the women affrighted, with only a blanket 
thrown over them, clafping their infants, and flying 
to fome cavern in the hill for fhelter, the fhells and 
balls from the boats whizzing every where round 
them, and fometimes alighting on a houfe, where a 
whole family were refiding, as was the cafe with 
the family of Mr. Mofes Ifrael, a Jew, who was a 
man preatly efteemed and refpected in the place, 
and affociated very much with thé Englith inha- 
bitants ; himfelf, his clerk Betiady, and a female 
relation, one Mrs: Taurel, were all deftroyed by a 
bomb=fhell falling into the houfe. 


Gen, Elliott for a long time had fuffered thefe 
gun-boats to approach very near the walls, from 
whence they kept up a pretty {mart fire on that 
part of the hill to the fouthward, at the back of 
the Pavilions and Naval Hofpital, where the foldiers 
that were off duty were encamped, and where th 
ithabitants had, during thefe troubles, ereéted a 
large number of wooden fheds for their thelter, 
with a view of fecuring themfelves in the time of 
the blockade from the fire at the land fide, in cafe 
a fiege fhould take place, not dreaming of being 
moleited here by gun-boats. The name of Black 
‘own was applied to this temporary retreat. 
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The General paid little regard to the fire of thofé 
boats, as little or no damage had been yet done by 
them; and he did not deem it prudent nor worth 
while to expend the ammunition of the garrifon on 
them ;-but the mifchief done on the nights in which 
the above family was deftroyed, lhkewife two 
butchers; one Carrol, an Irifhman, and Behilo, a 
Jew; together with a ferjeant of one of the regi 
ments, determined the General to give them a warm 
reception on their next approach, which he effec: 
tually did. Finding thofe nocturnal vifits from 
the gun-boats now fo frequent, and knowing it 
was done folely with a view to alarm and diftrefs 
our people, more than with any profpect of re- 
ducing the place-by fuch paltry methods, the Ge- 
neral came to a refolution to attempt, in like man- 
ner, to roufe and harrafs their grand camp near 
the Orange Grove; and for this purpofe, whens 
ever their gun-boats made their nightly vifits, two 
double-fertified fea mortars, which had’been fixed 
on the Devil’s Tongue, or Old Mole, for the oc- 
cafion, were conftantly fired on the Spanifh camp; 
and carried their fhells into the very center of it. 
This camp is about two miles and a half diftant 
from the fail Mole, and in confequence of this, the 
boats were not fo frequent in their vifits. 


The Moorifh Caftle, fituated on the north fide 
of the hill, above Cruchett’s Batteries, is a very 
ancient 
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ancient fabric, and fhelters the town very much 
from the enemy’s fire on the land fide: this caftle 
hath ftood unfhaken for ages; neither the decay of 
fime, nor the battering of artillery, have been able 
to effect its downfall, but the number of {hells 
and balls that have ftruck thofe parts of it that are 
oppofite the Spanifh lines, during the fiege of 
1727, have confiderably damaged them. 


At'the upper end of this caftle are two guns, 
which were famous for doing great hurt to the 
enemy in the laft fiege ; they are held of no more 
ufe now than all the reft of the artillery, with 
which the whole rock is lined; but at that time 
there was not a fourth part of ne cannon mounted 
on this part of the hill that there is at prefent, yee 
the Spaniards were obliged to raife the fiése and 
retire, after having lain before it fix months, and 
fuffering the lofs of 10,000 men, This ereat 
number of cannon, mortars, ‘and howitzers, are all 
fo conveniently placed, and fo effectually command 
the whole ifthmus, that was an enemy Of 100,000 
men drawn up between the Spanifh lines and the 
Inundation, and fhould a general difcharge of-our 
attillery be made on them, there can be no doubt 
but the whole fand would be ftrewed with their 
deagl bodies. The enemy, therefore, well acquainted 
with the formidable works of the garrifon, take 
care to maintain a refpectable diftance, and carry 
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on their works under a very ftrang breaftwork of 
fafcines, fand-bags, &c. 


The batteries alfo towards the fea are numerous, 
and indeed it may be juftly faid, that the whole 
place is one continued fortification or battery; for 
wherever a gun can be placed to annoy the enemy; 
either by land or fea, one is furely found to be 
fixed : the batteries, however, which on the fea-fide 
towards the bay are moft confpicuous, projecting 
out from the Main-Line Wall, are, the New Mole, 
the Eight-Gun Battery, the South, Grand, and 
Montague Battions. 


The chief-of thefe, and a very formidable one. 
indeed, is the Grand Baftion. This isa moft excel- 
Jent fortification, and reflects the higheft honour 
on General Boyd, who projected and inipected the 
execution of it. The walls are of an tmmente 
thicknefs, and cafements, or bomb-proofs, fafficient 
to contain 1000 men, are erected under the large 
{pace of ground which it enclotes. A bomb-proof 
is an arched building, of an immenfe thicknefs, 
from 10 to 15 feet, with proportionably ftrone 
butments, and 1s capable of refifting the force of 
any fhell that might happen to fall on it.” Thefe 
therefore are the only fecure, places in. the time of 
a fiege within reach of the enemy’s fire. 
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Exclufive of thofe under the Grand Baftion, 
there are others at the Picket Yard, Prince’s 
Lines, &c, 


St. Gearge’s Cave is likewife a fafe fhelter, and 
could contain a great number of people. This 
cave is fituate at the fouth part of the rock, almoft 
oppofite the South Pavilions ; but it would be a 
very difagreeable and unhealthy refidence, as the 
water is continually oozing from the rocks around, 
which occafions it to be conftantly damp and un- 
wholefome. It’s diftance is another great incon-~ 
venience, being upwards of half-way up the rock, 
and confequently too far from the walls, or feat of 
action, 


Since the commencement of the prefent blockade 
feveral new caverns have been difcovered, perfectly 
bomb-proof, and capable of containing three or 
four hundred men each. 


The Inundation, which hes without the Land- 
Port Gate, is about 200 yards in length, and 60 
in breadth. It is always kept filled with water, 
nearly man-height, from fluices made to let in the 
fea from the bay ; chevaux de frize, iron hoops, 
and many other articles to entangle and obftruct 
an enemy, are alfo heaped in this canal. 


Land- 
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Land-Port Ditch is a tolerably deep and wide 
moat, with a pallifading running acrofs the center 
of it. The north part of the town is environed by 
this ditch, which has a ftrong glacis and pallifading 
in front. The glacis is mined underneath, and a 
large quantity of gunpowder conftantly kept there; 
fo that fhould an enemy (which can hardly ever be 
the cafe) be fo fortunate as to efcape the fire of the 
Prince’s Lines and-all the furrounding batteries, 
and gain this glacis, thefe mines would then be 
{prung, and of courfe thofe in or near it muft ine. 
vitably be blown up. Should any even efcape this 
vaft'explofion, they would have the ditch before 
them to pafs, and be expofed to a moft dreadful 
fire of artillery. and {mall arms, 


The grand battery, on which a vaft number of 
cannon are mounted, is a very ftrong and well 
built fortification ; the walls are 22 feet thick, and 
it is impoffible for the fire of the enemy to teuch 
any part of it but the very top of the merlins, the 
main wall being concealed and defended by the 
before-mentioned glacis. This great battery feems 
calculated entirely to oppofe the enemy only in cafe 
of a ftorm, as the guns do not point to the Spanifh, 
lines, nor can be brought to bear, on them; but it 
effectually commands the ifthmus as far as the fe- 
cond garden, and would make a dreadful havoe 
among the Spaniards fhould they ever venture to 


approach 
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approach any nigher than they have already doné, 
The guns on this battery are for this reafon always 
kept charged with round and grape fhot, and le- 
velled juft man-height from the furface of the 
ifthmus ; an artillery guard is alfo kept at this bat- 
tery, and a lighted match conftantly ready to apply 
to the cannon in cafe of neceflity. 


As it was obferved than none of the guns of this 
great battery could clear round Forbes’s, which 
is at the eaft part of the Inundation, or fcour the 
Prince’s Lines, a new one, very ftrong and well 
built, called the Cavalier, was lately erected on a 
{mall baflion at the weft end of it. This new bat- 
tery is mounted with very heavy cannon, and would 
be very deftructive to the enemy in cafe of a ftorm, 


as it would effectually flank them, while the former 
would deftroy them in front. 


Algeziras, which is a Spanifh town oppofite 
Gibraltar, on the other fide of the bay, about feven 
miles over, lies on the fea fhore, and is detended 


by an ifland, on which are mounted feveral pieces 
of heavy artillery. 


In the harbour before this town Don Barcelo, 
and alk his little fquadron of xebeques, galleys, and 
bomb-boats anchor; likewife the men of war,’ that 
from time to time are fent round from Cadiz to this 
{tation, rendezvous at this town. This fal] fleet, 


com- 
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coinianhded by Don Barcelo, was here ftationed td 
form the blockade; and prevent all fhips or veffels 
from entering Gibraltar ; for this purpofe a part of 
the fquadron was conftantly cruizing in the gut, or 
ftreights mouth, to intercept and examine all vef- 
fels that were paffing to and from the ocean and 
Mediterranean: any that were deemed fufpicious 
were conducted into Aleeziras; and there detained 
and examined. It was extremely mortifying to the 
people of the gartifon of Gibraltar, who had beeri 
always ufed to fee a Britifh fleet riding at anchor in 
the bay; and commanding the ftreights, now to be- 
hold a petty fquadron of {mall Spanifh veffels, con- 
fitting of xebeques; mounting from 26 to 36 guns; 
a few little galleys and gun-boats failing about in 
the gut or ftreights, and bringing every vefiel to 
that was paffing, to infpect her papers and cargo; 
left fhe fhould have any Englifh property on board; 
particularly for ghe garrifon of Gibraltar. 


It was always a maxim with that great ftatefman; 
Mr. Pitt, to take time by the forelock, and never 
to be impofed on by Gallic evafions; he was well 
acquainted, and fure every Englifhman onght to 
be, with the perfidy of the French nation ; he knew 
that no confidence was ever to be placed in the ¢a- 
binet of Verfailles; they were bound by no ho- 
nour, nor reftrained by any treaty; every confi- 
deration was fet afide, when an opportunity pre~ 
fented of injuring Great-Britain : he was always de- 
termined 
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termined therefore to be prepared for them, and 
the firft ftep was to ftation a fleet at Gibraltar ; had 
that been done at the commencement of the pre- 
fent war, D’Eftaign’s fquadren could never have 
_ pafied the ftreights from Toulon, or perhaps if they 
had attempted this paffage in the night, as was 
their ufual cuftom in fuch cafe, to avoid being 
feen by our fleet, vigilant cruizers as formerly 
would, no doubt, have been kept to look out, and 
Monf. D’Eftaign, no doubt, would have fuffered 
the fate of Monf. de la Clue in the laft war when 
{triving to pafs thefe ftreights, and attacked ‘by | 
Admiral Bofcawen, 


It was at the town of Algeziras that the nine 
fire-fhips were prepared for burning the fhipping 
and naval ftores at the New Mole ; but this {cheme, 
which is faid to have been projected by Don Bar- 
celo, and with which the court of Madrid was 
highly pleafed, and flattered great fuccefs from, 
turned out quite the reverfe of their expectations ; 
for, inftead of effecting the leaft damage to the 
ftores or fhipping of Gibraltar, they only ferved to 
increafe our {mall ftock of fuel, an article the gar- 
rifon was at this time particularly in need of. Soon 
after Admiral Rodney’ s fleet had left the bay, after 
the defeat of Tangara, thefe nine fire- fhips failed 
from Algeziras, under favour of a dark night, 
with a breeze at north- welt ; they had not ap- 
proached within a league of our port, when the 
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euard-boats, which were always ftationed at a good 
diftance, to keep a look-out at night, gave the 
alarm of an enemy’s approach, by the difcharge of 
mufketry. ‘he Spaniards now perceiving they 
were difcovered, and dreading the confequence, 
though fome of their veffels were not half-way over 
eh their own caaft, immediately fet fire to them, 
and made off in their boats. The Panther, Capt. 
Hervey, the Enterprize, Capt. Leflie, the Dutton 
Eaft-Indiaman, commanded by Capt. Payne, and 
the Nottingham, Capt. M‘Carty, with fome other 
armed vefiels, kept up an amazing fire on thofe 
flaming caftles ; ,the guns from all ihe batteries in 
the garrifon that could bear on them joined like- 
wife in the difcharge. This fire difmafted feveral 
of them, and the wind falling, a perfect calm took 
place before fome of them had reached near over, 
and they burnt harmlefs to the water’s edge; the 
few others that had arrived pretty near, particu- 
larly a very large one, that had been an ‘old 50 
eun thip, and which had nigh entered the Mole, 
as foon as the decreafe of the fire permitted, were 
grappled, and towed off by our failors. Thus 
the grand fcheme, which was to have deftroyed 
all our naval tone and fhipping, concluded only 
in ‘affordi Ine an addition to our ftock of fre-wood. 


As this plan, however, was well concerted, and 
mutt have coft a a vatt fum i n compleating, there is 
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no doubt it was very mortifying to the Bons to fee 


it fail in the execution: 


Capt. Brown, of the Fortune floop, then at an- 
chor off the New Mole, happening this night to 
be on fhore from his veffel, in order to avoid any 
cenfure that might arife on account of his abfence 
at fuch a crifis, and eager to get to his floop, none 
of the gates being left open at night, and having 
no permit to procure the opening of them, nor the 
letting down any of the draw-bridges, took a def- 
perate leap over the line wall, which 1s at leaft 40 
feet high from the ftony fhore below, and fwam 
to his veffel; he received a violent contufion in 
this amazing jump, which had nigh coft him his 
life: 


When the laft feet arrived from England under 
Admiral Darby, with fupplies for the garrifon, the 
weather being generally very fine in that climate, 
the gun-boats, which were then only iz in num- 
ber, under the command of Don Barcelo, during 
the time of our fleet’s ftay, and lying off Rozia 
Bay, attacked our fhipping five mornings out of 
twelve they remained; thefe five happening to be 
calm mornings; not a breath of air on the water, 
they fet out from Algeziras at day-break, and foon 
rowed over, accompanied by their commander in 
chief, Barcelo, in his open barge, he ordered the 
gun-boats to range in a line jaft out of gun-fhot 
or 
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of the garrifon, but within reach of the fleet, each 
eun-boat having a twenty-fix pounder at her prowy 
formed a battery of 12 twenty-fix pounders; with 
thefe they maintained a fire each of thofe morn- 
ings for two hours on our whole grand fleet. If a 
breeze feemed to be fpringing up, they inftantly 
tacked about, plied thei# oars, amd made off 
Thefe boats could not have dared to venture to 
approach any of our fhipping but in a calm, and 
then out of point blank gui-fhot, as they can ele- 
vate their guns much higher than can be done by 
fhipping, therefore their balls can reach farther, 
but can do very little damage. If they had ven- 
tured within point blank gun-fhot, the fingle broad- 
fide of one of our 74 gun fhips would have fen¢' 
them all to the bottom; however, the ealm con- 

tinuing for the time above-mentioned, they were 

enabled to bravado a little, but happily no other mit 

chief was done by them in all thefe vifits but that 

of wounding one of our fhip’s malts, which was 

immediately replaced. 


Over the town of Algeziras, on the afcent of the 
mount behind it, the Spaniards have lately erected. 
a battery, and fince the blockade the whole fide of 
the bay, from Cabrita Point to the Spanifh lines, 
is fortified; batteries at fmall diftances from each 
other are erected all round it; however, thefe bat- 
teries are not fufficiently ftrong to withftand the 
attack of a formidable fleet, and I am pretty con- 
fident,, 
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fident, were we in a fituation to run the rifk of 
getting a few men of war damaged, which at this 
particular time is certainly not a proper plan to 
be adopted, thefe batteries would foon be defert- 
ed and demolifhed. The Spaniards from every 
part around would retreat up the country, and 
the prefent inhabitants of Algeziras, who have 
never experienced a bombardment, would be filled 
with fuch terror and confternation that the town 
would be inftantly left defolate, and a prey to the 
conquerors. 


From Gibraltar to Cabrita Point the principal 
objects on the coaft are the Spanith lines, the fe- 
veral late erected batteries, the camp, and the 
town of Algeziras, 


The Spanith camp extends from the mouth of 
the river Guadaranque up the country in an ob. 
lique direction, and occupies about two miles of 
ground ; its diftance from Gibraltar js about two 
miles and a half, 


On the fouth fide of the ftreights, and in view 
of Gibraltar, is Apes Hill, and the town of Ceuta 
on the Barbary coaft. This is a very ftrong town, 
belonging to the King of Spain ; it was conquered 
from the Moors by the Portugueze in 1415, and 
annexed with the reft of the dominions of the 
crown of Portugal to the m narchy of Philip IT. 
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C2 
of Spain, and it has remained ever fince in pof- 
feffion of the Spaniards. It might eafily be re- 
duced, by an Englifh fleet preventing any fupplies 
arriving to the garrifon from the town of Alge- 
ziras, as they are obliged to be furnifhed from 
thence with all their provifions, water, &c. par- 
ticularly the latter ; fateas and other fmall veffels 
are conftantly employed in going backward and 
forward on thefe and other fuch like errands, fo 
that this communication cut off muft inevitably 
bring the town to a furrender. 





The town of ‘Tetuan in Barbary, lying acrofs 
the country behind Ceuta, was formérly the pore 
from whence all the frefh fupplies were obtained 
for the garrifon of Gibraltar, and for this purpofé 
barks were continually employed going to and 
fro; fometimes the paflage being made in five or 
fix hours; at other times, owing to contrary winds; 
protracted to three or four days; but as many 
fmall veffels were conftantly employed in this 
trade the town was never in want, but kept welk 
fupplied with all kinds of provifions, fuch as oxen, 
fheep, fowls, ees, and a vaft quantity of Barbary 
oranges, which are efteemed preferable to any 
other. Exclufive of thefe fupplies for home cons 
fumption, a confiderable quantity of goods proper 
for the Barbary market was exported from Gibral- 
tar to that coaft by the Jews, and in return were 
imported to the garrifon from thence large parcels 
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of wax, hides, oil, flour, honey, &c. thefe were 
moftly re-fhipped for different ports in the Medi- 
terranean. All Chriftians have been for fome years 
excluded this port, by reafon of a foreign failor 
fhooting by accident a Moorifh woman; the news 
of this difafter being foon conveyed to the Em- 
peror, he fwore by Mahomet that no Chriftian 
whatever fhould henceforth refide in that town. 


Tangier, a fea-port to the weftward, lying in the 
{treights, was, before the blockade took place, the 
port from whence the garrifon of Gibraltar was 
fupphed with frefh ftock. This city was formerly 
in our poffeffion, having been granted by the King 
of Portugal to King Charles the Second, on his 
marriage with his fifter Catherine, as part of that 
Princets’s dowry. It was retaken by the Moors, 
who were continually harraffing the troops and in- 
habitants who dwelt in it, in the fame manner as 

they were of late years from time to time attack- 

ing Ceuta. This laft town being, as aforefaid, in 
pofleffion of the Spaniards, and lying direétly op- 
pofite to Europa Point at Gibraltar, fhould they 
ever fucceed «in their attempts upon our garrifon, 
by pofleffing thefe two ftrong fortreffes on each fide 
the ftreights, they would be able to oblige every 
veflel, of whatever nation, pafiing hota thefe 
ja tae to pay tribute, 
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In order the more effectually to blockade Gib- 
raltar, and prevent any fupplies of provifions from 
arriving to the garrifon, the Court of Madrid ma- 
naged to procure a peace with the Moors, contrary 
to. a part of the oath taken by the Kings of Spain 
at their coronation to maintain a conftant war with 
the infidels. Soon after this peace was obtained, 
they bargained with the Emperor for a certain 
fum, and farmed for a term of years all the fea- 
ports contiguous to Gibraltar. Thus no Britifh 
veffel was fuffered, during the blockade, to take 
fhelter in, or load provifions from, thefe ports. 
Several merchant veffels coming from Eneland for 
the garrifon, at the commencement of the war, 
with valuable cargoes on board, not apprized of 
this change, when attacked by the Spanifh cruizers 
on entering the ftreights, made for Tangier as for 
a neutral port, but there the Spaniards made prize 
of them, a 


It is faid the Emperor of Morocco firft offered 
thefe ports to the Englifh on the fame terms erant- 
ed to the Spaniards. It is certain, whatever out- 
ward appearance thefe people may fhew one an- 
other, their ancient animofity will in fome meafure 
jubfift; they cannot eafily forget the long and 
bleody wars kept up between them: and it is 


likewife well known, that all alone the fea coait 
of Bar bary, Algiers, Tunis, &c. che Englifh are 


preferred 
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preferred and efteemed among the Mahometans bé- 
fore all other nations. The blockade, by means 
of this truce and purchafe of the ports, feemed to 
promife yery favourable to the Spaniaras; their 
cruizers were very vigilant at the commencement 
of this bufinefs, and it was deemed almoft impof- 
fible to pafs the ftreights, even in a ftrong wind 
and dark night, with fecurity; a few {mall boats, 
notwithttanding, managed in calm weather, by fa- 
vour of the night, to get over to a port of Bar- 
bary, oppofite the bay of Gibraltar, they gene- 
rally carried a packet from the Governor to be for- 
warded to England, and returned with a few goats, 
fowls, &c. thefe were fold at 4 proportionable price 
to the rifk the proprietors of thefe boats concluded 
they had run: the Spaniards, without doubt, would 
have treated prifoners taken on fuch errands with 
uncommon feverity. Thus the poor inhabitants, 
who had no provifions from the King’s ftores, 
which, though falt, would at this time have proved 
very acceptable, were in 4 worfe fituation than the 
private foldiers of the King’s army, and were under 
a neceflity of paying a moft enormous price for 
every article in the provifion way. The proprietors 
of the gardens at the Land-Port, when attempt- 
ing ta bring in vegetables, being fired at by the 
Pee from their new-erected Mill Battery, and 
the fifhing- boats belonging to. the town annoyed 
by the Spanifh gun-boa s, occafioned thefe articles, 
though 3 in plenty round the place, to “be likewile 
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at an enormous price. From the hazard the gar. 
deners were at to gather their plants, a cabbage was 
fold at four rials, or 1s. 6d. fterling ,; a cauliflower 
2s. carrots and turnips rid. flerling per fall 
bunch; all other roots in proportion. The price 
of fifh, which was before in the garrifen immenfely 





cheap, from the vaft quantity and variety with 
which the waters around it teem, was now fold at. 
an amazing price; a few bream, that before were 
fold at 2d. fterling, now brought 2s. 6d. a pair af 
middling foles 7s. mackarel, from the greater num- 
ber caught, were the moft moderate; and a {tring 
of thele, generally confilting of three fith, was fold 
at 1s. before 2d. would have been thought a high 
price for them. All kinds of meat were at an ex- 
ceffive price ; beef, which was only now and then 
to be had from fome old milch cows being killed 
that had been reared in the place, was fold at eight 
rials, or 3s. per Ib, veal 4s. fowls ros. 6d. each, 
a goofe or turkey at 30s. the moft reafonable frefh 
meat to be obtained at this time was pork, from 
pigs bred in the garrifon; this was at 2s, 6d. per 
pound ; butter, cheefe, and loaf fugar, were gene- 
rally at 2s. and 2s, 6d. per pound; bread at this 
juncture was alfo exceedingly fcarce, infomuch that 
the bakers’ doors being conftantly crowded by the 
oreat multitude waht ing it, and not being able to 
fap y the whole of them, the doors were kept 
barred, and only a {mall hole permitted, through 
which the people delivered their money, with cloths 
or 







































or handkerchiefs to receive their bread, or fuch 
quota as the baker judged he could fpare. As 
many fcuffles enfued among the people on thefe 
occafions, every one fighting to obtain the foremoft 
place at the door, the Governor was informed of 
the great diftrefs of the inhabitants for want of 
this article, and the trouble and confufion that at- — 
tended its delivery by the bakers; to prevent this 
Jaft the General ordered two ferjeants of the gar- 
rifon, armed, to be pofted, one oneach fide of the 
door, and to preferve good behaviour among the 
crowd. . The General likewife ordered, after being 
prefented with an account of the quantity of flour 
in each baker’s poffeffion, that fuch a parcel, and 
no more, fhould be baked and iffued out daily, and 
limited the quantity to be delivered, in proportion 
to the family that was to receive it, at the baker’s 
peril to exceed it, Thus the inhabitants, wanting a 
fuficiency of bread from the bakers, were com- 
pelled to pay is. per pound for old worm-eaten 
bifcuit; and as even this was fcarce, and not al- 
ways to be met with, they were glad to fecure a 
few pounds of it at this extravagant price, when oc- 
cafion offered. I find at this juncture flour is at 81. 
fterling per barrel, and feveral other neceffary ar- 
ticles in the eatable way at a very high price. 


Lord Howe’s fleet will, no doubt, be a moft 
happy and pleafing fight to that garrifon; and, I 
dare fay, will throw in fuch a v.ft fupply of every 
thing 
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thing ufeful in the provifion and amunition way 
as will make them perfectly happy, and prévent 
the Spaniards from entertaining any longer the 
vain idea of becoming mafters of this moft im- 
portant fortrefs. 


It is proper here to obferve,’ that, retwithftand- 
ing this long and ftrict blockade of Gibraltar, hig 
Majefty’s forces there, during the whole time, 
were never in abfolute want of provifions.: The 
King’s ftores were more exhauifted juft before Ad: 
miral’ Rodney’s atrival than they have ever been’ 
fince,: and even at'that time there was a flock of 
full allowance for the whole garrifon for four 
months. ‘Fhe inhabitants not havine*thofe ftores’ 
to be fupplied from, and obliged to pay a moft’ 
enormous price for every thing they could procure 
for their fupport, laboured under the greateft’ 
difficulty in this blockade, particularly as the trade 
of the place was quite cut off,’ and the means of 
making money entirely prévented. Fire-wooed was’ 
an, article ‘likewife at this time excefive dear, 
3 Drs. 4 Rs. or 10s, 6d. fterling, was the 
price of ¥ Cwt. of wet thip-wood. And here I 
muft taxe notice, that if Enclifimen entertained: 
thofe ideas of things Spaniards in general-do, they’ 
would believe, no doubt, that fome good Saint had’ 
interceeded with the Deity for them at this parti- 
cular junCture: a fterm of wind and rain ‘came on,’ 
and held very violent all night; in the morning, 
tor 
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to the great joy of the garrifon, efpecially to the 
poor foldiers’ wives and families, the whole fhore 
under the line wall was feen: ftrewed with branches; 
and even fome trunks, of trees, which had been 
blown away and wafhed over from the Spanith fide 
of the bay; it is computed not lefs than 100 tons 
of wood were received into the garrifon on this oc- 
cafion. 

Before Admiral Darby’s arrival, though falt 
provifions were to be had, yet many neceffary ar- 
ticles were wanting ; -and while the whole town was 
elated, viewing the glorious fight of this great fleet 
entering the port, the morning delightfully plea- 
fant, and the men of war and merchant veflels,; 
amounting together to near 100 fail, ftretched all 
along the Barbary coaft to Apes Hill, afforded a 
moft pleafing profpect, particularly to a garrifon’ 
fo circumftanced. The Spaniards from Tariffe, 
near Cabrita Point, endeavoured with their heavy 
cannon to reach our fhipping on their entrance; but 
though they elevated their guns to the higheft 
pitch, our fhips, keeping well to the fouthward, 
avoided being ftruck by their fhot. 


Reports had prevailed in the garrifon the even- 
ing before, that the Spaniards, who had received 
intelligence of the approach of our fleet, had pre- 
pared their cannon and mortars at the lines to bat- 
ter and bombard the place. -Some who had been 
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on the hill, viewing their operations, declared they 
had even feen them load and point their artillery, 
and this proved a fact: but yet fueh was the infg- 
tuation of the town’s people in general, not having 
been ufed before to fee any enemy but who, in- 
ftead of daring to attack, trembled at the fight of 
a Britifh navy, that they could never be brought 
to believe the Spaniards would attempt to attack: 
the garrifon in the face of fo large and formidable 
a fleet. ‘Thus had the remembrance of the gallant 
actions and glorious conquefts of laft war wrought: 
upon the people of Gibraltar. _ In their opinions, 
however, at this time they were moft egregioufly 
deceived. The fleet had not all anchored before 
the moft dreadful bombardment took place; 
bomb-fhells and balls were whizzing every where 
about; the late joy of the inhahienal was in an 
inftant turned to the deepeft diftrefg; mothers 
were feen clafping their tender infants; children 
running wildly about {cared and crying; while the 
pack eel; male part were bufily employed in packing 
up their moft portable and valuable effeéts to con- 
vey them to Black Town, the temporary retreat 
before-mentioned, fituate at the fouth part of the 
hill, about 200 yards out of the reach of the ene- 
my’s fire. from the land fide. The bombardment 
continwed fo fevere and inceflant that the inhabi. 
tants were compelled to hurry away, and leave the 
greater part of their perfonal property in their 
ftores and houtes, at the mercy of the troops in 
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gatriton, They were afterwards enabled, by pay= 
ing very enormous fums, to procure fome of their 
goods to be brought out from the town to their 
fouthward retreat. 


The enemy, in order to impede the landing 
of the ftores and provifions brought by the feet 
at the New Mole, directed their fire very much 
to that quarter; their fhells however fell fhort, 
one only ftruck the fide of the Nottingham Eaft 
Indiaman, and the fufe breaking off it fell into 
the water, not doing the leaft damage. Thus the 
ftores and provifions were landed in fafety. 


The Governor, willing to provide againft all ob- 
{tacles in this moft effential matter, not knowing 
how far exactly the enemy’s artillery might reach, 
had caufed cranes to be erected at the Rofia, which 
is a little farther to the northward than this Mole, 
yn order to land the provifions there, if too dan- 
cerous at the latter place. In order now to make 
the greater difpatch both thofe places were em- 
ployed, and fuch was the labour and diligence of 
the Britifh failors on this occafion, that the cargoes 
of 50 veffels were landed in ten or twelve days; 
the ftore-houfes in town being quite expofed to 
the enemy’s fire, they were under a neceffity 
of erecting wooden fheds at the Rofia Valley 
and other parts for the reception of this great 
fupply ; a great part was likewife lodged in the 
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Naval Hofpital; there being, however, a want of 
room to contain the whole, fuch articles as could 
not fuffer by being expofed to the weather, fuch 
as barrels of Biden pork, &c. were left to remain 
in convenient places unfheltered. In order to 
annoy the camp at the back of the Naval Hofpital 
and South Pavilion, as well as the Black Town, 
the Spaniards frequently attempted to reach thofe 
parts from their Mill Battery or advanced work at 
the third garden, but they were never able to effect 
it ; once, indeed, the’wind blowing very frefh from 
the northward, part of a fhell, high had burft in 
the air, fell into the houfe of a Mr. Maxwell, at 
Black Town, and made its way through the bed 
of Major Baugh, of the 39th regiment, who then 
refided in faid houfe ; the fame day one fell be- 
tween George’s Vineyard and the South Pavilion ; 
this diftance was about 200 yards farther than any 
had ever reached before, and was attributed by the 
artillery people of Gibraltar to the high north 
wind blowing at that time. 






























The bombardment which began the 12th of 
April, 1781, continued very fierce for three, 
months, it then began to leffen a little ; in this 
time the enemy had made confiderable havoc 
amone the houfes of the inhabitants, but the {trong 
walls of the fortifications were not in the leaft in- 
jured ; thus, after the Spaniards had expended 
upwards of 150,000 balls and 60,000 thirteen 





ee | 





wre Wages pane 
Bats. <2" 
Vente * : mel a ae a - SA BAS as REACH | (HORS 


BY e405. So se ees 
A@it Tg ee eee 
Be 






































98.4 


inch fhells, the garrifon was in as good a ftate of 
defence as when the fiege firft commenced; any 
hittle damage done to the walls was inftantly re- 
paired ; the only injury received by this conftant 
and tremendous fire was, that of difmounting a 
few pieces of cannon at Willis’s battery, which 
were immediately replaced; a howitzer was alfo 
difabled by the fall of a fhell,; and in the courfe 
of the attack about 120 men have been killed, 
and 250 wounded : in regard to the fufferings of 
the inhabitants from this fire, it may eafily be con- 
ceived that thofe of them who poffeffed the greateft 
property and houfes in the town were the moft 
confiderable fufferers; of thefe the principal were 
William Davis, Efq. a Mr. Kelly, Mr, Daniel, 
Mr. Pearfon, Meff. Lynch’s, Meff, Hind and Co. 
Mr. William Boyd, Mr. Henry Cowper, Mr, 
George Boyd, Mrs. Eliza Terry, Mr. Thomas 
Field ; there were fome Jews and Roman inhabi- 
tants likewife who poffefled property in the place, 
and muft of courfe have fuffered proportionably ; 
of the former Mr. [faac Aboab; Mr. Abraham and 





Saul Cohen, Mr. Abudarham, Taurel, and Can-— 


fino, were the principal; of the Roman Catholic 
proprietors Mr. Portugal, Gavino, Delarofa, Porro, 
Martines, Montobio, Vialle, were the chief; the 
damage done to the houfes of thefe gentlemen, 
&c. is computed by the beft judges to amount at 
leaft to 80,0001. fterling ; thofe houfes would not 
pave fuffered fo much, had not fome of the fol- 
: 13) diers 
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diers of the regiments in garrifon been induced, in 
order to eredt themfelves wooden fheds at the 
foutl wa rd of th e place, to conimit depredation ons 
on the ‘timber work, 

























The fally which General Elliott planned to be 
made on the Sp anifh advanced works ‘was a well- 
‘concerted {cheme, and executed with that fpirit 
and sood conduct whieh, on fuch occafions, ever 
diftinguifhes Eng lifhmen. As thofe enterprizeés 
are Bey atider takenina partic ular dark night, 
in order therefore the more td deceive the enemy, 
a moon- light night on the 27th of November, 
1781, I, was made choice of; the moon’s difappear- 
ance being about | ‘two o’clock in the morning, by 
which time every thing being prepared, the troops, 
ranged unc der their Goce conductors, headed | by 
General Rofs, marched filently out at the Land- 
Port Gate, and formed after pailing beyond the 
Inundation. General Elliott in perfon accompa- 
nied this fally. © They had not proceeded far when 
fome out-centinels of the enemy perceived them, 
and fired: this alarm was luckily, however, mif- 
underftood by the $panifh guard at the Mill Bat- 
tery, who fuppofed it to be ‘only fome of their own 
troops deferting to the earrifon, and thefe centinels 
firing at them. Thi nis difcovery, however, induced our 
people to march up with the greateft hatte ; they 
foon arrived at the advanced works, flew up tothe 
enemy, and carried them with the lofs of only three 


men 









































(3557) 
tien killed and eight lightly wounded. The Spa- 

niards Aled to the lines, leaving feveral flain behind 

them on the fands. Our troops were now in pof- 

feffion of this {trong work, which had coft an im- 

menfe fum to coinpleat; and Had been near two 
years in erecting. The cannon and mortars found 
here were imthediately fpiked up, and the necef- 

fary combuftibles which had been carried out by 
the artillery under Capt. Wittam, affifted by the 
drtificer company under Lieutenant Skinner of the 
engineers, and the feamen under Lieutenant C: amp- 
Bell, were inftantly applied for the purpofe of 
burning it. A moft dreadful conflagration en- 
fied ; fo reat indeed that all the north part of the 
hill of Gibraltar was illtiminated with it. This 
fire continued feveral days, owing to the vaft pile 
of timber which the works were compofed of; being 
in fome places near 30 feet thick. Our troops 
were fo elated with their fuccefs; and in fuch fpi- 
rits to proceed to the Spanifh lines, that it was with 
difficulty the General rehatned them; not holding 
it prudent to venture any farther, as the army from 
the Spanifh camp might arrive before any tia of 
confequence in that part could probably be effect- 
ed. After beitig ott only an hour and a half 
from the garrifon, this deftru@ion of the Mill 
Battery dnd all the adjacent advanc ed works was 
compleated. On return of or troops to the gar- 
rifonh, in lieu of laurel, almoft every man was feen 


with a cabbage or caylfower, taken from the 
Land- 
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Land-Port Gardens; thefe gardens lying betwee 
the Inundation and the Spanifh advanced work, 
though the property of the garrifon, could never 
be approached, nor the vegetables gathered from’ 
them, the Spaniards, as before-mentioned, always 
firing at our gardeners when they attempted ite. 
The Spanith foldiers were fometimes daring énougly 
to enter them, and endeavour to carry off the roots :. 
on thefe o¢dafions they were fired at from our 
lines. »‘Thus as they had temained’ entirely un- 
touched by either fide, our foldiers; who had been’ 
eut at this time.on the fally, were determined not 
to return empty handed ; thefe gardens being be- 
fore them, they were’ therefore on this occafon 
pretty well cleared, 


























In this excurfion Lieutenant Dacres,of the g9thr 
regiment, narrowly eicaped. being killed; a Spa- 
nifh foldier had levelled,.and fired a mutfket at 
him, the fhot barely miffed him: this young hero’ 
flew at the Spaniard with his gua and bayonet,, 
and would have inftantly difpatched him ;. he how-' 
ever fell down and begged his life, which Mr 
Dacres immediately very generoufly granted him. 


The number of the enemy killed on this o¢ca-’ 
fion is not knowns two officers and eleven fole 
iets were’ brovohh, Ganernts pote 2 
diers. were brought in-prifoners to the gartifon s! 
£ Von ties tS d b TT. “bas 
one of thefe officers, the Baron Helmfted, being” 
very much wounded, was obliged to fuffer an am- 
& 
putation 
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putation of his leg, and died. A day or two bé- 
fore the death of this officer, information being 
fent to the Spaniards of the expected event, it was 
agreed that the garrifon fhould caufe a gun to be 
fired as 2 fignal whenever it fhould happen. On 
this fignal, therefore, being given, a boat with a 
flag of truce arrived within a proper diftance from 
Algeziras, to receive the body, which was imme- 
diately conveyed, with all the military funeral 
pomp becoming his rank and quality, to the New 
Mole, where the corpfe being depofited in one of 
our barges; to be conveyed to that from Spain, 
three volleys of fmall arms were fired over it by 


the party of troops attending this fuppofed inter- 
ment. 


During the time of this officer’s languifhing ‘un- 
der the pain of his wound, the Spaniards acquainted 
with it from the garrifon, fuppofing no freth pro- 
vifions were in the place, fent a flag of truce with 
a few fowls and fome fruit for his refrefhment: 2 
{mall part of thefe being left after the officer’s de- 
ceafe, the Governor returned them to the Spaniards, 
willing to fhew them, that the garrifon was fuffi- 
ciently fatisfied with their own provifions, and 
would not retain nor be indebted for any fent by 
an enemy. 


The troops in Gibraltar would have fuffered very 
much during the blockade, for want of wines and 


other 








LF hi 
other liquors ; ; but the creat prices to be obtaided 
ihduced the merchants and traders of the place to 
rifk fevéral veffels from Leghorn, Minorca, and 
other parts up the Mediterranean: Thefe were 
generally fo lucky to efcape the Spanith cruizers, 
and arrive fafe: their cargoes, confilting of brandy, 
wine, &c. were ‘inftantly bought t up, either by the 
Governor o or the dealers in thofe articles : thus the 
troops were fupplied, though at a dear rate, whicti 
could not indeed be ,avoided, the wages for the 
rafters and failors on 'thofe hazardous voyages 
Being very great. Infurance was Tikéwife very 
high: ; fo that though the confumer paid very dear 
for his liquor, the importer reaped only a reafon- 
able profit. 


The commanders of the féveral regiments that 


were prefent in the garrifon during this blockade, 
Bombardment, &c. were, 


The 12th, eommanded by Col. Piéton. 


39th, Gen. Boyd, Lieut. Gov. 
66th, Lieut. Col. Craig. 
58th, Col. Cochran 

72d, Gen, Rofs. 


73d, 2d Battal. Lieut. Col: Mackenzie? 
And 3 Hanoverian regiments : 


Db 
La Motte’s; Gen. La Motte. 
Hardenbere’s, Col. Hugo. 
Redden’s, Co]. Dackenhaufen. 


The 
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The 97th Regiment lately arrived there, coms 
manded by Col. ‘Stanton. This gentleman i is lince 
dead. 


Gen. Elliott, the Governor, isa moft able com- 
mander and excellent officer; he is ever vigilant 
and attentive to the great charge with which he is 
entrufted, the care of this important fortrefs; he 
rifes at the dawn of day, and immediately rides 
round all the walls, takes notice of the feveral 
guards, and obferves whether that due order is pres 
ferved throughout fo effential to the fecurity of the 
peace. He is remarkably active for his age, and 
yery temperate in his manner of living : in this 
particular he is a little fingular, never eating meats 
of any kind, nor drinking wines or ftrong liquors ; 
fifh, puddings, vegetables, &c. conftitute his diet, 
his beverage water, 


General Boyd, the Lieutenant- Governor, is a 
brave and vigilant officer, equally diligent with the 
Governor ; ; he has remained in a fall cafement at 
his quarters in town ever fince the bombardment ; 
his defire to preferve good order, and prevent, as 
much as poli ble, his foldiers at this time of con- 
fufion and diftrefs from making too free with the 
effeéts of the inhabitants, eee the higheft 
praife; and his generous efforts for this purpofe 
will, I doubt not, be ever " remembered by that 
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grateful people with the due fenfe of gratitude 
fych a fyftem of conduct infpires. 




















General Green, the chief engineer, is a moft 
fkilful officer in his profeffion, univerfally beloved 
and refpected by the people of the place. 


General La; Motte, Commander of the Hano- 
verian Brigade, will ever be admired for that good 
order and difcipline which has been always pre- 
ferved among the troops under his command. 


Colonel Hugo, who fignalized himfelf very much 
in the fally made from the garrifon on the Spa- 
nifh advanced work, 1s a very brave officer, and 
poffeffes every other virtue that adorns the man, 
in fhort, the commanders, and whole corps of 
Hanoverian troops, have deported themfelves 
during this long and troublefome time in fo very 
noble and exemplary a manner that too much 
praife cannot poffibly be given them, | 


Colonel Picton, Commander of the 12th regi. 
ment, fhewed himfelf on this occafion a very va- 
liant and humane officer; he exerted his moft 
ftrenuous efforts to maintain good order and be- 
haviour in his regiment, and to impede, if poffi- 
ble, any depredations being committed by them 
on the effects of the diftrefled inhabitants. 





The 
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The commanders of all the regiments in this 
garrifon are men of great military talents, and the 
inferior officers are excited by a noble emulation 
to imitate them; an army, therefore, fuch as Gib- 
raltar at prefent affords, for the compleat and well- 


difciplined foldier, can hardly be equalled among 
all the reft of his Majefty’s forces. 


There are mounted on the feveral ramparts 
round this garrifon upwards of 700 pieces of can- 
non, moft of which are eighteen, twenty-four, and 
thirty-two pounders ; befides thefe a vaft number 
of thirteen-inch mortars and howitzers, 8000 troops 
with {mall arms, wall-pieces, &c, 


Among the great number of armed veffels be- 
longing to the King and_ thofe of private adven- 
turers, which during the lone blockade were for. 

th a the Spanifh 
crulzers, ae arrive fafe to hee garrifon, none gave 
greater pleafure to the people of the place than the 
Folkftone cutter, commanded by Captain Fagg. 
This {pirited hero m aanaged his vefiel fo fkilfully, 
and difplayed fuch undaunted refolution in his ef 
forts to gain the port, that though the whole Spanifi 


{quadron, confifting of a fhip of the line of 74 
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guns, one of 50 guns, a frigate, and upwards of 2 
fail of xebeques, galleys, &c, failed from Algeziras 
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effected it. On appearance of the firft xebeque, 
which was a capital one of 32 guns, he brought 
up inftantly to engage her 5 prefently he peieeuan 
another, and foon after the whole fleet... Favoured 
by a fine breeze, he now ftood away for the Bar- 
bary fhore, determined, if poffible, to get to wind- 
ward of them all. In order the better to prevent his 
e{cape, and impede his gaining the port, the Spa- 
niards feparated their dectil in feveral divifions ; the 
whole garrifon were on the walls viewing Captain 
Fago’s panavioent ; in fhort, he managed and ma- 
ieawitd {fo cleverly, that, as he defigned, he 
brought them all one after another to leeward of 
him. He now flood up for the New Mole, while 
the Spaniards were all drove behind the rock, Don 
Barcelo’s own fhip of 74 gtnsexcepted. He had 
remained off Cabrita Point, determined, that if 
the cutter fhould have been fo lucky to efcape the 
great number of cruizers difpatched to cut her off, 
that at all events he would be able to effect it by run- 
ning his fhip from faid Point towards the New Mole. 
Capt. Fage, like a true Britifh hero, though he 
faw this great fhip bearing down upon him, and 
prepared to fire her broadfide, which muft inevit- 
ably have funk him, never flinched, but boldly 
pufked up for the Mole. Bacal t this time very 
near, fired as he expected ; every ball luckily miffed, 
and Fags, now to windward, and out of all danger, 
fired his {mall ftern chaces at the Spanifh Commo- 
dore, and entered the New Mole of Gibraltar, 


amidft 
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amidft the acclamations of the whole garrifon, wha 
who were the joyful {pectators of his moft intrepid 
conduct. ‘Phe Governor and principal people of 
the garrifon invited him to dine, and. gave him 
every mark of their approbation, and fenfe of his 
gallant behaviour, 


An odd circumftance attended an Irifh veffel’s 
getting into Gibraltar in this interval of the block~ 
ade: fhe had been lucky enough to get well up 
the ftreights before fhe was difcovered by the Spa- 
nifh cruizers ; arriving off Europa Point, fhe was 
hailed, and defired to make for the Mole; the 
Irith Captain underftood it was for the Old Mole, 
the ufual place where merchant veffels lie off in 
peaceable times to difcharge their cargoes; but, 
being quite within the fire of the Spanith batteries, 
is never made ufe of during a war with Spain. He 
foon arrived at this old anchoring place, and was 
inftantly faluted with a heavy fire from the enemy’s 
ine. Surprized at this unexpected reception, he 
knew not how to act. He ftood in for the Palli- 


fades near Water-Port, and was foon aground. 


Commodore Curtis, feeing his error, went off ta 
him, and remonftrating on his behaviour, telling 
him it was the New and not the Old Mole was 
wfed in war time—Arrah, fays he, they told 

the Mole, and we heard in Corke,. before I failed, 


that General Elliott had fallied out, and fpiked up, 


all the Spanifh guns. After entering the man of 
) war’s 
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war’s boat, and leaving the vefiel, the Spaniards 
{til firing very {martly, By Jafus, fays he, Come 
modcre, we muft go back again; I forgot to feed 
the few fowls I have on board. Faith, fays the 
Commodore, the fowls may keep Lent then; Tl 
not expofe my people’s lives under fuch a fire to 
fave your few fowls, 




























Such was the confternation and general depref- 
fion that took place in the Spanifh camp and parts 
adjacent on Admiral Rodney’s defeat of Langara, 
and conducting his fhip the Phoenix, with the other 
men of war captured on that occafion, into Gibral- 
tar, that it was a current opinion among the peo- 
ple of the place if the Britifh fleet had then gone 
over to Algeziras, and the Spanifh camp, ord 
would have been inftantly deferted ; Don Barcelo’s 
fhip of 74 guns, and other vefiels lying in the 
port, would have been taken, and the vaft quan- 
tity of ftores in the we al in our pofieffion ; 
though Ihave not the leaft doubt but fuch an en- 
terprize at that juncture of defpondency would 
have had the defired fuccefs, the then ftate of the 
Britifh navy, and that of its combined enemies, 
rendered an undertaking of that fort in fuch cir. 
cumftances very improper, it was therefore very 
wifely avoided. 


During the. bombardment of Gibraltar many 
very remarkable efcapes were expe rienced | by dif- 
ferent 
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ferent people ; a bomb-fhell fell fo near a ferjeant 
of the garrfon that the fufe fet fire to his coats; 
happening to be running at the time, he conti-« 
nued his career with his cloaths in an entire blaze ; 
when out of danger from the burfting of the fhell 
he ftripped, and efcaped perfectly unhurt. A 
piece of a bomb-fhell, which had burft very near 
Mr. Matthew Cowper while reading a book, 
knocked the book out of his hand, and did him 
not the leaft injury, An old Black, or Negro, 
called Maro, who had been many years refident in 
the garrifon, happening to be prefent in the fame 
fhed wherein the two butchers before-mentioned 
were killed, the officers of the garrifon, who ufed 
frequently to joke with him, enquired how 
he managed to efcape fo well; oh! replied the 
Black, laughing, ‘¢ De ball nor de bomb no hurt 
** me, I bomb proof,” 


In many of the attacks of the eun-boats they 
were frequently deceived in the direction of their 
fire: this deception was highly enjoyed by the 
garrifon; their fhells often fet fire to the bufhes 
on the hill, which in the night they miftook for 
the wooden fheds of Black Town, and, as is cuf- 
tomary on fuch occafions, kept up a very brifk 
fire on that part, to prevent, as they imagined, 
our people from extinguifhing. it; but it was the 
bufhes alone that fuffered at thefe times, from the 
great 
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great expence of ammunition, and the heroic at» 
tacks of the gun-boats. 


The very great importance of this valuable gar- 
rifon to Great-Britain refults from its moft advan- 
tageous fituation, which muft ever render. it, what 
Mr. Pitt termed it in one of his {peeches, the moft 
ineftimable jewel in the Britith crown. 


The ftreights where it is fituated, and to which 
It gives name, feparate the ocean from the Medi- 
terranean ; thefe ftreights being fo very narrow, a 
Britifh {quadron, ftationed at Gibraltar, muft ever 
diftrefs the enemy’s trade in time of war more than 
in-any other part whatever. ‘This alone is a great 
confideration, .as a very capital and lucrative trade 
is conftantly carried.on from the French port of 
Marfeilles in the Mediterranean to the Weft-Indies, 
and vice verfa: it is from this trade being entirely 
free and uninterrupted during the prefent war, by 
our not having as formerly a fleet ftationed at Gib- 
raltar to intercept its pafling the ftreights, that: the 
French are enabled. to fupply their extraordinary 
exigencies, and carry on the war. Had a Britith 
fleet been ftationed to guard the {treichts, . this. 
grand finew of their fupport would have been cut 
off, .and inftead of convoys of 100, fail of large. 
merchant fhips, with valuable cargoes, paffing’in 
a vauntine manner Pee the ftreights, fingle 
{hips only would have dared to attempt this paf- 
fages 
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fage, and in dark nights : even thefe could hardly 
efcape, but muft fall into the hands of our 
cruizers.. A great part of France, as well as Spaing 
lying up the Mediterranean, the coafting trade 
that muft pafs thefe ftreights is lkewife very confi- 
derable: this would alfo be entirely intercepted 
and prevented, Hence it is evident, that the trade 
of France and Spain muft fuffer in the higheft de- 
eree from a Britifh {quadron ftationed at Gibraltar. 
The great naval ports of Toulon and Carthagena, 
belonging to the French and Spaniards, lying in 
the Mediterranean, their men of war, when defirous 
of a jun@tion with thofe at Breft or Cadiz, muft 
pafs thefe ftreights, where, if a Britifh fquadron 
was ftationed, they mutt fight their way, and in all 


probability be captured as ufual. 


The bay of Gibraltar is a very fafe and commo- 
dious one ; a fine port for the trading fhips coming 
from the Mediterranean; they can beat to wind- 
ward as far as this bay, but no farther. This im- 
pediment arifes from the current running fo forci- 
bly in thefe narrow ftreights. What a pleafure and 
happinefs to Englifh mafters of fhips then, after, 
long paffages, that being detained at the ftreights 
of Gibraltar, they have a Britifh port to anchor in 
till the wind favours ;-and in thefe cafes, as it ge- 
erally happens, being in want a provifions and 
watey, they are here fupplied with every neceflary 
refrefhment, 
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Thefe confiderations, atid the vait fims that 
have been expended to tender this place in a mans 
ner impregnable, will, it is hoped; for ever have 
due weight with the Miniftry of this country. By 
their great efforts to fupply it ’tis evident they are 
perfectly fenfible of its vaft importance, May 
their endeavours be crowned with fuccefs; and may 
we fee an Enelifh fleet ftationed and riding triume 
phant inthe Bay of Gibraltar, as was the cafe in 
former wars ; there commanding the ftreights, per. 
mitting thofe only to pafs whofe friéndfhip or al- 
liance entitle them to ftich indulgence, 


Fxclufive of thofe great benefits that arife from 
it’s fituation; this place is, befides, a ereat refort 
for merchants, many of whom Carry on a Very ex- 
tenfive trade; and import vaft quantities of goods 
from the Mother Country, this trade not being 
confined to the town of Gibraltar, but extended to 
all parts of Spain, the coaft of Barbary, &c. 


Here it is proper to obferve, that did not the 
motives of preferving good harmony and friendly 
intercourfe with the neighbours of the garrifon, the 
Spaniards, operate more powerfully in the cenerous 
breaft of Enelifimen than all the advantages to be 
reaped from a lucrative trade, an amazing quan- 
tity of Manchefter and other prohibited goods 
might be conftantly introduced into Spain through 
this 
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this channel ; but, as well on account of giving 
no utnbrage to his Catholic Majelty, by contri- 
buting in any wife to prejudice his revenues, a$ 
becaufe the military and other gentry of the oat. 
rifon would wifh to enjoy the benefit of an open 
communication with the country, all clandeftine 
trade is carefully avoided and guarded againft, 
The people of Gibraltar are by the means in 
conftant friendthip with the Spaniards, who fupply 
them daily with all kinds of wild fowl, hares, rab- 
bits, pigs, and fruit of all. forts in great abun- 
dance. Large parties of Spanifh gentry are con- 
tinually comifig: into the garrifon from the coun- 
try and making purchafes of different articles they 
are in need of. On the other hand, numbers of 
officers and other gentlemen are conftantly going 
out from the garrifon to fhoot, and pafs theif tinie 
away in the country, of at the neighbouring towns 
of St. Roche and Algeézitas. Thefe are by a late 
regulation obliged to return to town before funfet, 
none are permitted to Jie without the walls of the 
fortrefs. If a gentleman is defirqus of vifiting 
Madrid, Cadiz, or any other place, leave can al- 
ways be obtained from the Governor by a fpecial 
permit; thus in peaceable times the people of 
Spain and Gibraltar live in the moft perfeét har- 
mony and friendfhip with each other ; and no doubt 
the whole country near the garrifon regret this in- 
terruption of their former happinefs equally with 
the people of Gibraltar. : 
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The value of goods imported from England an- 
nually by the merchants of the garrifon is computed 
to amount to 200,000). 


Annexed-is a. lift of the prefent grand. naval 
force, which failed from Portfmouth the 11th inft, 
undet Lord Howe, to convoy the neceffary fup- 
plies for this important garrifon: ‘: 


Guns. 
Victory 100 Admiral, Lord, Howe. 
Capt. Gower, 
Capt. Duncan, 
Britannia soo. Admiral Barrington, 
"Capt. Hill, 
Queen 98. Admiral Hood, 
Capt. Domet. 
Atlas 98 Vandeput. 
Princefs Royal 98 Falconer. 
Qcean gg Admiral. Milbank. 
_. Capt. Roger, ; 
Blenheim go, Duncan, ; 
Union go Dalrymple. 


Princefs Amelia 84 Admiral Sir R. Hughes. 
Capt. Reynolds. : 


Cambridge 84 - Stewart.” 
Royal William 84 Allen. 
Foudroyant 80. Jarvis. 
Alexander 74 Lord Longford. 


Bellona 
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Bellona 
Berwick 
Dublin 
Edgar 


Egmont, 
Fortitude 
Ganges 
Goliah 
Suffolk 
Vengeance 
Afia 
Bienfaifant 
Crown 
Polyphemus 
Ruby 
Raifonable 
Sampfon 
Vigilant 
Buffalo 
Panther 
Briftol 


74 
74 
74 
74 
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Onflow. 
Phipps. 
Dixon: 
Commodore Hotham. 
Capt. Cayley. 
Fergufon. 
Keppel. 
Fielding. 
Parker. 
Horne. 
Bantry. 
Blyth. 
Howarth; 
Reeves. 
Finch. 
Collins. 

Lord Harvey. 
Harvey. 
Douglas. 
Holloway. 
Sidmonton, 
Burney. 
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Minerva 
fatona 
Monfieur 
Andromache 


Pakenham. 
Conway. 
Finch. 


Byron. 
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Spithre, 


Bertie. 
Calder. 
‘Faylor. 
Sterling. 
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